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Wherefore we should call the man, who pursues excesses anil
avoids moderate pains, not from desire, or, if at all, a faint
tlesire, more intemperate than him, who does the same from
vehement desire; for what would the former have done, if
he had felt also youthful desire, and excessive pain in the
want of necessary things ?

2. But since some desires and pleasures come under the
genus of things honourable and good; for of things, which
are pleasant, some are eligible by nature, some are the con-
trary of those, and others between both, (as we distinguished
them before,) for instance money, and gain, and victory, and
honour: in all such things and those between both, men are
not blamed for feeling, or desiring, or loving them, but for
doing this in a certain manner, and carrying them to excess.
Wherefore as many as are overcome by, or pursue, what is
by nature honourable and good contrary to reason, such as
those who are very anxious and more so than they ouglit
for honour, or for their children or parents, [these are cen-
sured :] for these come under the head of goods, and those,
xvho are anxious about them, are praised j but still there is a
kind of excess even in them, if any one, like Niobe, strove
even against the gods, or, like Satyrus swnamed Philopater,
in his duty to his father, for he was thought to be excessively
foolish. There is therefore no depravity in those matters*
for the reason given, that each of them comes under those
things, which are by nature chosen for their own sakes j but
their own excesses are bad and to be avoided. So also there
is no incontinence in them 5 for incontinence is not only a
thing to be avoided, but is reckoned also amongst things
censurable. But from the similarity of the affection, they
add the particular incontinence, and use the term to each $
in the same manner as they call a man a bad physician and
a bad actor, whom they would not simply call bad. As
therefore In these instances they would not simply call them
so, because each of them is not really a vlce^ but from its
proportionate resemblance; so also in the other case we must
evidently suppose that only to be incontinence and conti-
nence, which has the same s-ubjeet matter with temperance